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By Megan Sullivan

Outside the Cubicle

Princeton University's Office of Information Technology
employees share their creative skills in an art exhibit.

Clockwise, from left: Darcy Cotten's “Summer
Night," “Duck Duck Goose" by Mark Pellecchia
and Leah Targon's stained glass “Playground”
are on view in OIT Expressions.

E all wear masks. We may be completely
different people outside of work than when
on the clock — someone our office col-

gues might not g

The exhibit OIT Expressions, on view at the Lucas
Gallery in Princeton June 21 through July 13, shows the
creative side of individuals usually recognized or identi-
fied by their computer-related skills. The artists are all
employees of Princeton University's Office of Informa-
tion Technology.

A brightly colored abstract by Mark Pellecchia, titled
“Masks,” relates to the common thread of the exhibit that
we have interests that stem beyond our cubicles and of-
fices. “We all have a lot of sides to us we don’t always
show,” says Mr. Pellecchia, a deskiop support specialist.

“You look at somebody sitting behind a desk on a
computer and you have no idea what they do in their
spare time,” says Darcy Colten, a computer graphic de-
signer and artist, who is on the OIT Expressions commit-
tee. “1 had no idea there were 5o many talented people...
it's like you're meeting somebody different when you
meet them at the art show.”

The concept of having an OIT employee an exhibit
came about when the dey jopted a diversity ini-
tiative project about two years ago. The intention was o
give employees the opportunity to express their diversity
in ways that might not be seen immediately through their
job position. A group of nine employees pooled their ef-
forts and formed an art commitice, and the first OIT Ex-
pressions exhibit was held last June,

This year, the ¢ i has 10 bers and 80
works of art will be on view from 25 artists, including

, an glass, fabric art, woodcarving

paintings, photographs,
and sculpture. Biography information also will be posted
s0 viewers can learn more about what the artists do, both
inside and outside of work.

Ms. Cotten works in the office of printing and mail-
ing, which is not on the university’s main campus. Be-
cause of this, she says it's difficult to know what a lot of

her coworkers do. “There are who work one build-
ing from each other, but because what they do doesn’t
overlap with someone else, they never meet them,” says

i and

missioned stained glass ant picces, from boxes to lighting
fixtures 1o windows (www stainedglassart.com). She ook
her first stained glass class in her 305, which has opened a
new world of expression for her for nearly 20 years. Ms.
Targon's pieces on view include a stained glass box that
looks like a miniature playground. The lid has working
swings, seesaws and a small sandbox filled with real
sand.

Examples of her beadwork, using fine glass seed
beads, will also be on view. “Mom’s Secret Garden™ is a
bright green, double strand, 32-inch necklace dotied with
colorful leaves and flowers. “Even though I haven't been
beading for years, I've been collecting beads for dec-
ades.” Ms. Targon says. “1 picked out all the beads that
look like they belong in a garden.”

To keep the mood of the exhibit light, Ms. Targon
will have her first pair of knitted socks on view. “I've
been knitting since | was 6,” she says, “but | never made
a pair of socks because 1 had the feeling if 1 knit one, |
would be so aggravated 1 would never finish the second
one.” A couple of months ago, she finally found a class
that taught how to knit both socks at once with a circular

le.

“One of the things I'm finding, some people in our or-
ganization don't realize this is supposed to be a good
time... | thought people might get the idea if 1 put in a
pair of socks, they might submit other silly things that ex-
press themselves.”

Ms. Cotten attends a writers group every week, and
also has painting nights each Tuesday as an outlet from
daily stresses. “I get involved in something and you kind
of lose all sense of time and the problems you have in
your life,” she says of painting. “It's just wonderful.”

Her paintings on view include “True Pisces,” a por-
trait of her daughter swimming. “She’s in the pool and
she’s having a glw spitting water and everything,” Ms.
Cotten says. “I called it “True Pisces’ because she loves
the water and she really is a Pisces, so it fit. And she has
that expression of plain old fun on her.face.”

“Summer Night" features Ms. Cotten's son, reclining
in a porch chair and wearing a man’s hat, muscle shirt
and a tough guy expression on his face, Reflecting back
on the panting, Ms. Cotten realizes it was a transition
point for her son, who had just turned 18. “He's in a part
of his life where he's almost grown up, but he’s not, so
you kind of see it in the painting.”

In addition to paintings, she also has a piece of

Leah Targon, executive 1o the vice presid
chief information officer, as well as an OIT Expressions
Committee member.

Through the exhibit, gallery visitors might discover
that Mr. Pellecchia enjoys hiking on nature trails and
mountain biking. He wms his phone off and leaves it in
the car whenever he escapes outdoors, disconnecting
himself from the technological world. “1 love nature, you
have 1o have that if you're in computers,” he says. “Too
much technology and you go nuts.”

His ideas often come from nature, as in his drawing
“Duck Duck Goose.” While walking through Mercer
County Park one day, he decided to sit alongside the lake
1o relax. “I saw these geese just hanging out in the middle
of the lake, and it just looked so serene and peaceful,” he
recalls. “1 wanted to capture it to remember that image in
my head.”

Mr.-Pellecchia uses visual expression as a way to re-
lieve tension. “I tend 1o be one of those people that is
high-strung and art is my therapy, it levels me off. It just
feels good 1o do, honestly.”

In addition to her job at OIT, Ms. Targon makes com-

tography and three poems on view. As a member of the
art committee, Ms. Cotten has discovered her talents in
other areas, and says she never would have pushed for-
ward with writing if it weren't for the show. “There's no
stopping me now,” she says.

All three artists agree it can be intimidating sharing
their artwork with the public, leaving themselves vulner-
able to the critique of their peers. Ms. Targon submitied a
piece inspired by Masaccio’s “The Expulsion from the
Garden of Eden,” but was hesitant to share the drawing at
first. I was very scaned to show this type of expression to
the world,” Ms. Targon says.

“Al first, ant to me was a little scary,” Mr. Pellecchia
admits. “When you do a piece of work, you're pulting a
picce of yourself in it for everyone to see. | tend to be pri-
vate when it comes (o my emotions, so this was a big st
for me to put something into a show at all.” ?
The OIT Expressions exhibit will be on view at the Lucas
Gallery, 185 Nassau St, Princeton, June 21-July 13.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 am.-7 pm., Sat. Il am.-7 p.m.,
Sun. noon-5 p.m. Closed July 4. Admission is free. hitp://
ete.princeton.edwoitexpressions .
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