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Friday, November 9, 2007 
 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
Early Encounters: Mormonism and American Politics in the 19th Century 
Chair: Melissa Proctor 
Richard Bushman, "Joseph Smith's Politics"   
Sarah Barringer Gordon, "Polygamy in the Territories:  The Politics of Marriage and Slavery in 

Nineteenth Century" 
Kathleen Flake, "Senator Reed Smoot: America's 'Pontifex Babbitt' and Mormonism's Political 

Prototype" 
Philip Barlow, “How Mormons Became Republican” 
 
Saturday, November 10, 2007 
 
9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Keynote Address 
Noah Feldman, “Persecution and the Art of Secrecy:  An Interpretation of the Mormon 

Encounter with American Politics” 
Introduction: Stanley Katz 
 
10:15-12:00 noon 
Church and State: Mormonism as a Case Study 
Chair: Chris Karpowitz 
John Green, “Public Opinion and Mormons: Sources and Consequences” 
Stephen Macedo, “Religious Pluralism and the Public Sphere” 
Marci Hamilton, “The Facts about Belief -- Fair Game?” 
David Campbell, "Dry Kindling: Mormon Mobilization In Politics" 
 
1:30-3:15 p.m. 
Mitt, Mormonism, and the Media 
Chair: Robin Rogers-Dillon 
Helen Whitney, “When the Mormons are Front Lined” 
Russell Arben Fox, “New Religion, New Media: How Romney and Mormonism Are, and 

Aren’t, Suited to the Internet Age” 
Amy Sullivan, "Mormonism and the Presidential Election: Why 2008 is not 1960 and Mitt 

Romney is not John F. Kennedy” 
Mark Silk, "Mitt's Mormon Problem: What's the Story?" 
 



 

3:30-5:15 p.m. 
Politics and Religious Identity 
Chair: Robert George 
Francis Beckwith, “Mormonism, Natural Law, and Constitutional Democracy: Responding to the 

Critics of the Romney Candidacy.” 
Alan Wolfe, "Who's Afraid of Mormonism?" 
Richard Land, "Politics and Religious Identity:  Does Faith Matter?--Yes and No" 
Thomas Griffith, "Religious Faith and the Article III Judge"  
 
5:15-6:00 p.m. 
Reception 
 
 
About the Participants: 
 
Philip Barlow has recently departed Indiana and Hanover College to become the Leonard J. 
Arrington Professor of Mormon History and Culture at Utah State University, which is launching 
a new initiative in the study of religion.  He is the author of Mormons and the Bible: the Place of 
the Latter-day Saints in American Religion (1991) and the New Historical Atlas of Religion in 
America (with Edwin Scott Gaustad, 2000).  With Mark Silk, he is the editor of Religion and 
Public Life in the Midwest: America’s Common Denominator? (2004).  He is currently 
contemplating secularity, religion, and the concept and experience of “time.”  
 
Francis J. Beckwith is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Church-State Studies, Baylor University, 
where he teaches in the departments of philosophy and political science as well as the J. M. Dawson 
Institute of Church-State Studies.  A 2002-2003 Visiting Research Fellow in Princeton’s James Madison 
Program, his books include Defending Life: A Moral and Legal Case Against Abortion Choice 
(Cambridge University Press, 2007), To Everyone An Answer: A Case for the Christian Worldview 
(InterVarsity Press, 2004), and The New Mormon Challenge (Zondervan, 2002), a finalist for the Gold 
Medallion Award in theology and doctrine. He earned his PhD in philosophy from Fordham University 
and a Master of Juridical Studies degree from the Washington University School of Law in St. Louis.  
 
Richard Bushman is Gouverneur Morris Professor of History emeritus at Columbia University 
and author of Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling (2005). He has been appointed Visiting 
Professor of Mormon Studies at Claremont Graduate University for 2007-2008. Among his 
books in early American history is a study of material culture, The Refinement of America: 
Persons, Houses, Cities (1992).  
 
David E. Campbell is the John Cardinal O’Hara, C.S.C. Associate Professor of Political Science 
at the University of Notre Dame, as well as a research fellow with Notre Dame’s Institute for 
Educational Initiatives. His recent book Why We Vote: How Schools and Communities Shape 
Our Civic Life (2006) demonstrates how schools can foster a sense of civic responsibility in 
adolescents that, in turn, leads to a lifetime of civic engagement. He is also the editor of the 
recently-published volume A Matter of Faith: Religion in the 2004 Presidential Election (2007) 
and a co-author of two other books: The Education Gap: Vouchers and Urban Schools (2002), 
and Democracy at Risk: How Political Choices Have Undermined Citizenship and What We Can 




