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     William H. Rehnquist was appointed to the Supreme Court of  the United 
States by Richard Nixon in 1971 and was elevated by Ronald Reagan in 
1986 to the offi ce of  Chief  Justice of  the United States. Rehnquist’s long 
and infl uential tenure on the nation’s highest court ended with his death 
on September 3, 2005. Rehnquist is recognized as a vigorous champion of  
judicial restraint and a strong critic of  attempts to understand America’s 
founding document as a “living Constitution” -- that is, a Constitution 
whose meaning shifts over time by means of  judicial rulings. But what was 
his understanding of  the principles and written words of  the Constitution, 
as he applied them in modern circumstances? And how successful was he 
in persuading his Supreme Court colleagues of  the correctness of  his con-
stitutional views?  As an avenue into assessing the jurisprudential legacy of  
William Rehnquist, we have chosen to examine three areas of  constitutional 
interpretation in which he made infl uential and lasting contributions -- fed-
eralism, constitutional criminal procedure, and the place of  religion in our 
constitutional design. Our conference is intended to honor the memory and 
the public service of  William H. Rehnquist by bringing together a distin-
guished group of  legal scholars to examine and evaluate his work as a con-
stitutional jurist. 


