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 The James Madison Program in American Ideals and 
Institutions at Princeton University is pleased to bring 
together distinguished scholars to examine the impact of 
The Public Interest  on U.S. policy in a range of areas during 
the 40-year life of the publication. The Public Interest was a 
quarterly journal founded in 1965 by Irving Kristol and 
Daniel Bell, with Nathan Glazer replacing Bell as co-editor in 
1976. Its publication committee included Francis Fukuyama, 
Charles Krauthammer, William Kristol, Charles Murray 
and George Will. The fi nal issue was printed April 25, 
2005. Included among the many prominent contributors 
published by the magazine were James Q. Wilson, Charles 
Murray, Irwin Stelzer, Daniel P. Moynihan, Glenn C. Loury, 
and David Brooks. The journal provided
a forum for the publication of many infl uential ideas for
economic, educational, and social policy reform. It was
aimed at a readership that consisted of journalists, scholars 
and policy makers. The journal at various times has focused 
on issues such as social security, globalization, welfare reform,
tax reform, the culture wars, the state of the underclass
and the salaries of the overclass.




