
 
 

Dr. Peter H. Raven  
Director Missouri Botanical Garden 

Peter H. Raven received his Ph.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1960 after 
completing his undergraduate work at the University of California, Berkeley. He has received 
honorary degrees from universities in this country and throughout the world.  

Raven is Director of the Missouri Botanical Garden and one of the world’s leading botanists and 
advocates of conservation and biodiversity. He is also the Engelmann Professor of Botany at 
Washington University in St. Louis. 

In recognition of his work in science and conservation, Raven is the recipient of numerous other 
prizes and awards, including the prestigious International Prize for Biology from the government 
of Japan; Environmental Prize of the Institute de la Vie; Volvo Environment Prize; the Tyler Prize 
of Environmental Achievement, and the Sasakawa Environment Prize. Raven was a member of 
the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology during the Clinton 
Administration. In 2001, he received from the President of the United States, the National Medal 
of Science, the highest award for scientific accomplishment in this country. 

Raven has written numerous books, and publications, both popular and scientific, including 
“Biology of Plants” (co-authored with Ray Evert and Susan Eichhorn, Worth Publishers, Inc., New 
York), the internationally best-selling textbook in botany, now in its sixth edition, and 
“Environment” (Saunders College Publishing, Pennsylvania), a leading textbook on the 
environment. 

 


